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Convicted of a cold-blooded
murder on the word of a career
informant, James Rodwell has
spent the past 42 vEARS trying
to prove his innocence. Now, with
his freedom still on the line, he’s
determined to clear his name
hefore he runs out of time.

EY CASEY SHERMAN
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mistake™ Macone later recalled "Therewas
noway that be was involved in any of this.
Everybody in Somerville imew Jimmy. He
wias 2 tough guy with his hands, but he was
never a trigger gay. We all knvew who those
guys were. Jimmy was no killer™

Rodwell was held at the jail in Billerica.
Enowing he was innocent, he puessed that
the whole episode was some kind of o mix-
up and that held be back home in a matter
of days. Instead, Rodwell’s arrest marked
the beginning of his agonizing quest, now
more than 40 yeairs in the making, to prove
hiz innoeence.

THE EIGHT-DAY TRIAL bepan in November
1981, Holmes was the first witness for the
prosecation, vet despite having already given
a statement to police and testifying beforea
grand jury in exchange for immunity, he exer
cized his Fifth Amendment right to remain
silent. Soon, though, he was re-immunized
by the judge and ordered to testify.

From the witness stand, the 23-year-ald
Burlington High School dropout teld jurors
that he met Rodwell by chance in downtown
Burlington on the evening of December 3,
1978 Holmes claimed he ot into Rodwells
rented blue Ford Torino before Rodwell
told him, “We're going to rip off a dope
dealer. We're going to Wobuarn to pick up
Louis Rose™

Next, Holmes testified, they drove to
Rodwells apartment, where they met a
man ramed Anthony “Dapper™ Corlito. He
and Rodwell disappeared inside a room to
talk, and when they returned, Rodwell was
carrying a loaded 22 ealiber pistol in his
veaistband. From there, the trio drove towsard
Rose’s apariment. [iwas around 8 pom. when
they spotted Roses Buick parked outside
someone’s house and stopped to talk to
him_ After discussing a drug deal, they all
drove to Rose’s home, where Rose walked
inside while the others stayed in the Buick
and the Torino outside. After several min-
utes, Holmes testified, Rodwell grew impa-
tient and ordered Holmes to go inside and
tell Rose to hurry up. But before Holmes
could obey, Rose re-emerged carrying
a rifle and a paper bag holding a jar of
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Percodan pain pills. Rose and Holmes got
into the Buick, following Rodwelfs Torino
down Route 93 o Mystic Avenue in Somer-
ville. They parked behind a building and
under a row of streetlights near the end of
Garfield Avenue,

It was foggy and raining lightly.
Rodwell's Ford Torino sat two car lengths
behind Rose's gold Buick. Holmes testi-
fied that Rose asked him what was going
on, and he got out of the Buick to check in
with Rodwell. "Get in the driver’s side of
the Torino and get ready to drive,” Holmes
claimed Rodwell ordered him as Rodwell
pulled hiscoat over the 22 pistol. From the
Torino, Holmes said, he watched Rodwell
get into the Buick with Rose. Seconds later,
Holmes testified, he sow muzzle Gashes ax
Rodwell shot Rose in the head half a dozen
times. Holmes said that Rose lifted his
arms in a futile attempt to protect himself
from the gunshots, which echoed through-
out the abandoned street, one loud pop
after the other Holmes described how the
victim's knees and legs were upin front of
him and that his back was against the driv-
er's side door facing Rodwell, even demon-
strating Rose's defensive posture from the
witness stand, which he claimed to have
seen in the darkness through the rear win
dow of the Buick on that misty night.

Rodwell then stepped out of the Buick,
Holmes told the jury, and fetched Rose’s
rifle and the glass jar flled with 1,000
Percodan tablets, which they intended

‘| THOUGHT FOR
SURE 11E'D COME
HOME SOMEDAY”
AYS THE
SISTER OF JAMES
RODWELL, “BUT

HE NEVER HAS”

to sell on the street (the going rate at the
time, Holmes testified, was $5 apiece).
According to Holmes, Rodwell got in the
back =eat of the Torine and told them to
“pet out of here” Before they fled, though,
Holmes saw the Buick—which was still
running—begin to guietly roll a few yards
up the street.

They drove for 15 minutes 1o a bridge,
Holmes testified, where they pulled the
car over and Rodwell and Corlito stepped
outside The men then hopped over a rail-
ing, walked down the embankment to the
riverside, and tossed the murder weapon
and Rose’s rifle into the dadtwater. Accord-
ing to Holmes, when he said he thowght “it
was crazy, that we were poing to get caught
because [Rose's] father was thecaptain onthe
Burington police force,” Hodwell told himto
“shut up™ Later, Holmes testified, Rodwedl
reminded Holmes to “keep this to myself,”
and when he srw Rodwell on liter comsions,
he took the opportunity to remind Holmes
that ifhe dida't, “T'd be dead™

Holmes said that he'd kept mum for
more than two years until be was sent to
the Billerica prison for violating his parale.
Acvording to court records, he told a fellow
inmate about the killing and that he wanted
tounburden himself tothe cops. The other
inmate conneécted him with a state police
trooper, and soon Holmes was meeting with
Spartichino. In exchange for what Holmes
knew about Rose, the lawman promised to
put in a good word at Holimes's nproming
parole hearing.

Under cross-examination, Rodwells
defense attorney, William Cintolo, tore into
Holmes, pointing out discrepancies between
the witness’s trial testimony and what he'd
originally told Spartichine in May 1981
Holmes admitted under oath that he'd Giled
to inform investigators—and the grand
jury—that Rodwell had taken a gun from
Holmes's shared apartment with his father
before the murder occurred Then later in
front of the grand jury. Holmes couldn’t
specify whether the murder weapon was a
22 or 25 caliber pun.

Rodwells attorney thencaught Holmes
inthebiggest discrepancy of all. He referred
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of East Somerville’s industrial district cast
an eerie glow on the gold Buick Electra,
its engine still purring in the cold Decem-
ber air. Inside, Louis Rose Jr. sat hunched
over in the driver’s seat in a pool of blood.
When police converged on the scene near
the Apollo Cake Company that Sunday eve-
ning in 1978, they found shell casings on the
floor and seat of the car and Rose riddled
with bullets, including two in his hand and
six in his head, all from a .22 caliber pis-
tol. § The Buick was towed to the police
station with Rose’s slain body still in the
front seat. Forensics dusted the vehicle for
fingerprints, and pathologists prepared for
an autopsy. Meanwhile, police inspected
Rose’s apartment, only tofind that the place
had been ransacked. § Rose, 21, existed
within two distinetly different worlds. The
son of a Burlington police captain, he'd
strayed from his father’slife of law and order.
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Fodwell

{pletured
hera inside

In 201T) has
bean trying
Lo prove he
didn’t urder
Lowis Ross Jr.
for more than
four decades.

Instead, according topalice reportsand court
records, he'd taken to pedifling mardrana and
cocaine as well as fencing good s. There were
also whispers of his involvement with card
games connected tothe mafia operating out
of the North End Enown asawhesler-dealer
and a savwy street kid, Rose had even taken
to carrying a foot-long knife in his car after
being beaten onee outsideof a cluh.

Not long after the murder, the inves-
tigation hit a wall. Police never found the
alleped petaway car. Wilnesses mayas well
have evaporated into thin air, and sus-
pects numbered zero. As days and weeks
turned into months, the case continued to
slagnate. The murder weapon, much like
the identity of Roses killer, remained frus
tratingly elusive. With no leads or any
evidence to speak of, what had bepun as
a bloody sxecution soon entered the annals
of unsolved mysteries, leaving behind only
unanswered questions.

Twoand a half years fater, the cold case
began to thaw when Frankie Holmes, a
repeat offender, unexpectedly emerged.
Um parole after being arrested on charpes
of hijacking a Gillette truck en route from
Rhode Island to Massachusetts, he was then
arrested fior violating parole and held in the
Billerica House of Correction. Up against
the looming threat of aprison term, Holmes
put a plan in motion: He reached out to the
cops and later met with State Police Detee
tive Lieulenant Thomas Spartichino to
say hie'd witnessed his former boss, James
Rodwell, who had owned a siding company,
gun down Rose in cold biood. In exchange
for immunity from prosecution, heagreed to
give police a statement implicating Rodwell,
potentially solving the mystery that had
stumped law enforcement for years,

Rodwell himself was no choir boy. He'd
been pinched for passing counterfeit cash,
larceny, and possession of illegal drogs. But
the talented disco dancer with a weakness
for powder-blue suits had vowed Lo put his
petty eriminal past behind him. Rodwell was
living in an apartment in Woburn with his
father, Jack, who worksd a8 an engineer at
Raytheon and, at the time, had been sepa-
rated from his wife.
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Not long after Holmes s first meeting
with Spartichino at the Billerica jail, dur-
ing which he fingered Rodwell for Rose's
murder, Holmes’ fortunes took a dramatic
turnwhen he was suddenty released from
prison and placed back on parole. The
timing was either serendipitons or suspi-
ciously convenient: e was freed in time to
marry his girlfriend and be present for the
birth of hiz second child, then enrolied in
WITSEL, the Federal Witness Protection
Program, before being arrested apaina few
maonths later.

Baszed on Holmes’s story, Spartichino
secured a warrant for Rodwell’s arrest.
When officers found Rodwell hewas atwork
checking IDs at the entrance of Deja Vu, a

new discotocked beside the Harbour House
Hotel on the Lynnway. Dressed inoa black
tuxedo and bow tie, 25-year-old Rodwell
had been hired for the club's opening night
in late May 1981 Outside, bright spotlishts
beamed across the night sky as thoughitwas
a Hollywood movie premiere while dance
mizic echoed through the walls.

Droves of nightelubbers headed to
the doors of the club, and among their
rankswere three men dressed in suits. As
Eodwell stood at the entrance, he remem-
bérs, the men broke through the crowd
and approsched him. Instead of fishing for
a driver’s license, one of them took out a
police badge and fiashed it in front of him.

Tt was Spartichino.

“Are you James Rodwell™ Rodwell
recalls Spartichino asking.

“Yes,” Rodwell replied.

“We have a warrant for yourarrest.”

“For what?™

“The murder of Louis Rose Jr.,” Rodwell
£ays Spartichino replied.

The detective handecoifed Rodwell and
led him by the collar of his tuxedo shirt into
the back seat of a waiting police car. From
there, they drove to Samerville police sta-
tion in Union Square, where Rodwell saw
Oifficer Thomas Macone, who mew Rodwell
from the neighborhood and was shocked
to learn that Rodwell was being held ona
murder charge. *T told Jimmy not to get too
comfortable in hiscell, that ithad to be some
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mistake,” Macone Iater recalled "There was
no way that he was involved inany of this
Everyvbody in Somerville mew Jimmy. He
was a tough guy with his hands, but he was
never a trigger guy, We all lmew who those
guys were. Jimmy was no killer™

Rodwell was held at the jail in Billerica
Enowing he was innocent, he puessed that
the whale episode was some kind of a mix-
up and that he'd be back home in a matter
of days. Instead, Rodwells arrest marked
the beginning of his agonizing quest, now
more than 40 years in the making, to prove
s Innocenoe.

THE EIGHT-DAaY TRIAL began in November
1981. Holmes was the first witness for the
prosecution, yetdespite having already given
astatement topolice and testifying beforea
grand juryin exchange for immunity, heexer
cised his Fifth Amendment dght to remain
silent. Spon, though, he was re-immunized
by the judge and ordered to Lestify

Fram the witness stand, the 23-year-old
Burlington High School dropout told jurors
that he met Rodwell by chaneein dowmtown
Burlington on the evening of December 3,
1978 Holmes claimed he potinto Rodwells
rented blue Ford Torino before Rodwell
told him, “We're going to rip off a dope
dealer. We're going to Woburn to pick up
Louis Rose.”™

Mext, Holmes testified, they drove to
Rodweli’s apartment, where they met a
man named Anthony “Dapper” Corlito. He
and Rodwell disappeared inside a room to
talk, and when they réturned, Rodwellwas
carrying a loaded .22 caliber pistol in his
waisthand From there, the trio drove tosward
Rose’s apartment. It wasaround 8 pm. when
they spotted Rose’s Buick parked outside
someoné’s house and stopped to talk to
him. After discussing a drog dn!l.lhe?nﬂ
drove to Rose's home, where Rose walked
inside while the others stayed in the Buick
and the Torino outside. After several min-
utes, Holmes testified, Rodwell grew impa
tient and ordered Holmes to go inside and
tell Rose to hurry up. But before Holmes
could obey, Rose re-emerged carrying

a rifle and a paper bag holding a jar of
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Percodan pain pills. Rose and Holmes got
into the Buick, following Rodwells Torino
down Houte 93 to Mystic Avenue in Somer
ville. They parked behind a building and
under a row of strectlights near the end of
Garfield Avenue,

It was foggy and raining lightly.
Rodwell's Ford Torino sattwo carlengths
behind Hose's gold Buick. Holmes testi-
fied that Rose asked him what was going
on, and he got out of the Buick to check in
with Rodwell. "Get in the driver’s side of

the Torino and getready todrive,” Holmes

claimed Rodwell ordered him as Rodwell
pulled hiscoat over the 22 pistol. From the
Torino, Holmes said, he watched Rodwell
getinto the Buick with Rose. Seconds later,
Holmes testified, he saw muzzle flashes as
Eodwell shot Rose in the head halfa dozen
times. Holmes said that Rose lifted his
arms in a futile attempt to protect himself
from the gunshots, which echoed through-
out the abandoned street, one loud pop
after the other. Holmes described how the
victim's kneas and legs were up in front of
him and that his back was against the driv
er's side door facing Rodwell, even demon-
strating Rose's defensive posture from the
witness stand, which he claimed to have
seenin the darkness through the rear win
dow of the Buick on that misty night_
Rodwell then stepped out of the Buick,
Holmes told the jury, and fetched Rose's
rifle and the glass jar filled with 1,000
Percodan tablets, which they intended

I THOUGHT FOR
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HE NEVER HAS.

to sedl on the sirest (the poing rate at the
time, Holmes testified, was $5 apiece).
Acrording to Holmes, Rodwell got in the
back seat of the Torino and told them to
“getout ofhere.” Before they fied, though,
Holmes saw the Buick-—which was sull
running - begin to guietiyroll a fewyards
up the street.

They drove for 16 minates to a bridge,
Holmes testified, where they pulled the
ear over and Rodwell and Corlito stepped
outzide. The men then hopped over a rail
ing, walked down the embankment to the
riverside, and tossed the murder weapon
and Rose's rifleintothe dark water Accord-
ing to Holmes, when he said he thowght “it
was crazy, that we were going to get canght
becanse [Rose’s] fatherwas the captainon the
Burlington police foree™ Rodwell told him to
“shut up™ Later, Holmes testified, Rodwell
reminded Holmes to "keep this to oyseli”
and when he saw Rodwell on later occasions,
he took the opportunity to remind Holmes
that if he didn't, *T'd be dead ™

Haolmes said that he'd kept mam for
more than two years until be was sent to
theBillericaprison forviolating his parole.
According to conrt records, e tolda fellow
inmateabout the killingand that he wanted
tounburden himself to the cops. The other
inmate connected him with a state police
trooper, and soon Holmeswas mesting with
Spartichino. Tn exchange for what Holmes
knew about Rose, the lawinan promised to
put in a good word at Holmes's upeoming
parole hearing.

Under cross-examination, Rodwell's
defense attorney, William Cintolo, tore into
Haolmes, pointingout discrepancies betwesn
the witness’s trial testimony and what he'd
originally todd Spartichino in May 1981
Holmesadmitted underoath that he'd filed
to inform investigators—and the grand
Jjury-that Rodweil had taken a gun from
Holmess shared apartment with his father
before the murder ocourred. Then later in
fromt of the grand jory, Holmes couldnt
specify whether the murderweapon was a
22 or.25 caliber pun.

Rodwell's attorney then caught Holmes
in the hipgest diserepancyafall. He referred
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the witness to his original comversationwith Spartichino, inwhich
Hoimes claimed that Rodwed] retrieved Roses drugs and rifie from
the trunk of his car while the Buick's engine was still running—
though he had testified in court the day before that Rodwell got
out of the Buick and had the rifle and pills in his hand, with no
mention of the trunk. This wasn't his first revision of the trunk
story; he had previously altered his account when speaking with
Spartichino,

Addressing Holmes in front of the jury, Cintolo said, "Spar-
tiching asked you, "Well, if the car was running, how did Rodwell
get the keysout of the ignition, open Uhe trunk [and] take the drugs
andrifie outofthe trunk to bringback to the Torine?™ Cintolosaid
that Holmes then changed his story, telling Spartiching that the
trunk of the Buick was never opéned, and Rodwell had actually put
the rifle and pills in the back seat of the Ford Torino--which was
alsostill running, trapping Holmes in the same flawed lopic as his
original storg In the conrtroom, thongh, Holmes testified that he
had *noidea™ where the rifle and pills were stored—changing his
story once again. As for the location of the murder weapon and
the rifie, a team of Metropolitan Police Commission scuba divers
conducted a lengthy underwater search of the Mystic River under
the Wellington Bridge, where they suspected Rodwell, Holmes,
and Corlito had dropped the weapons--but came up emphy.

Holmes's timeline ofeventson the night afthe murder was also
later called into question. Edward Toomey, a friend of Rose's, tald
Somerville police the day after the murder that Rose had visited

in hiz ongoing

his apartment in Woburn on the night he
was killed They'd watched afootball pame
on TV and then a movie on B0 before Rose
left between 9 and 10 pm., though Toomey
admitted to police that he wasn't entirely
sure of the time. Holmes, on the other hand,
had testified in court that Rese left his own
apartment with the jar of Percodan and a
rifle at approximately 8:35 pon. What's
more, Rodwell’s father testified that he'd
been home alone in his and hisson's apart
ment all night studying foraclass and that
neither Holmes nor Rodwell had stopped
by--as Holmes had said—punctuating the
many moonsistencies in Holmes's testl
mony. (Later, Rodwell claimed, “Frankie
was adissruntied formeremployee of mine,”
adding that Holmes was untrustworthy and
he had to let him go.)

According to Massachusetts law, a
defendant cannot be comvicted solely on
the uncorroborated word of an immunized
witniess. Corfito, the other man Holmeshad
placed at the crime scene, had been shot
dead in the North End seven months after
Rose'sslaying. To pat Rodwell behind bars,
police and prosecutors neededsomeone else
tovouch for Holmes’s versionof events.

Enter David Nagle. At 32 years old,
Magle was already a hall of famer when it
came to crime. He'd faced more than 100
felony counts during the 1970sand early
"80s, nearly half of them for armed rob-
bery Before that, he testified at Rodwell's
trial, he'd served "almost three years™ in the
Marines and was honorably discharped with
therankofserpeant before mrning to a life of
crime Nagle wasnow jailed in Greenfisld on
charges incloding five countsof armed rob-
bery and one commt of kidnapping. He met
Rodwell in the prison gym while they were
bothat Billerica in May 1981, he said, shortly
after Rodwell’s arrest for the Rose murder.
“We hung together,” Nagle told the jury at
Rodwell's trial. “We were lond of tight ™

During his time in Billerica, Nagle tes-
tified, Rodwell opened up to him about the
Rosecaseand his involvement in the mur-
der during their walks in the przon yard.
Whien asked by Middlesex County Assis-
tant District (Continued anpage 130)




elopements from the military, Nagle also
developed a heroin addiction that came to
define much of hiz life until his2012 death
from end-stage liver diseass.

Nagle's past, when brought to light,
formed the portrait of a career eriminal and
drug addict who'd turned snitehing into an
elevated art. According to the Eoston story,
up until 1991, his rap sheet incloded some
116 felony charges, including 56 counts of
arm#ed robbery, four countsof assanit with
a damgerous weapon, and three counts of
kidnapping. Yet despite the number of
charges, Magle had managed to avoid any
serious prison time. The math was mind-
bogpling. His accumulated sentences shonid
have kept him behind bars for between 125
and 165 years. Instead, through a series of
deals struck with law enforcement, Nagle
hadwhittled his actual time served down to
fewer than eight total years. As Strahinich
wrote, Wagle's ability to trade information
for leniency was so effective that Nagle
himself coompared it to “having a get-out-
of-jail-free card ™

While nearly all the people Nagle
informed on appeared to be puiltyascharged,
the 1991 Boston story reported, Strahinich
foundone documented instance of him lying.
After Nagle's 1976 arrest for robbinga fiquor
storein Brighton hefalselyidentified a child-
hood friend as his partner in crime. Soon,
though, the detective on the case realized
that Nagle had named the wrong person. In
addition, according to inmates and defense
attorneysat the time, “when Nagle had no
information te give up, that didn’t stop him
from faking or fabricating some in hopes
of making a deal.” To get his information
about a case, Nagle's cousin Panl Courtney
told Boston, Nagle often researched the local
newspapers “How did this guy pet swaywith
it for so long?™ Courtney =aid. "1 mean, he
played both ends against the middle. He
played everybody™

MNagle practically admitted as much.
*T focked with [police officers and federal
apents],” Nagle told Rasfon. *T almost—not
toyed with them—but it was like a pame, A
high-stakes game, but it was a game™

Even lawmen who used Nagle's infor-
mation were hard-pressed to vouch for
him. John Ridlon, a retired Boston police
detective, used Magle as an informant in
Charlestown during the 70sand early '80s.
But far from endorsing Nagle's eredibility,
Ridlon's aszessment was scathing. *You

could see right through him,” Ridlon said
to Strahinich. "Whatever [Nagle] told me,
I'would believeitwas alieuntil Tchecked it
oul. You wouldn’t just take himat hisword.
1t fair to say that 97 percent of the cops T
knew who knew him wouldn't believe him
unless the guy he was giving up was laying
thers at his feet with a pun in his hand "

Police and prosecutors’ reliance on paid
informants has always been a double-edped
sword, offering crucial intelligence at the
cost of potential folse testimnony, especially
when paired with incentives that range
from a good word to the judge, immunity
from prosecution, or a reduced sentence.
For some, the temptation toinvent or exag-
gerate testimony can prove oo tempting to
resist, underscoring the risks of a system
that rewarnds criminalsfor their cooperation.

In his article, Strahinich wrote that law
enforcement agents and inmates some-
times compared Magleto a California pris-
oner named Leslie Vernon White, who'd
been profiled on 60 Minutes after admit-
ting he'deonked up falsified inmate confes-
gionsand then testified against the accused.
Following a special prosecutor’s investiga-
tion Into White and more than 100 other
involving jailhouse informants, Cali-
fornia became the first state to pass a so-
called snitch law regulating the use of paid
informantsin conrt. Decades ater, a 2005
report by the Center on Wrongfsl Convic-
tionsat Northwestern University Schoolof
Law discovered thatreliance on informant
testinomy was a lendingcause ofunjasteon-
victions indeathpemaltycases, and ananaly-
sis of exonerations based on DA evidence
found that jailhonse informants had testi-
fied agsinst the wrongfully convicted defen-
dant in nearly one out of every five cases.

Here in Massachusetis, one of the most
often mentioned miscarriages of justice
involved Laurence Adams, who was con-
victed of killing a Boston MBTA workerin
1974 and sentenced to death, ultimately
spending 30 vears in prison. Like Rodwell,
Adams’s conviction was based on two infior-
mants who claimed Adams had confessed to
them. Years later, proof surfaced that both
snitches had ied and that the prosecutors
never disclosed that their informants had
their eriminal charpes dismizsed or reduced
in exchange for their testimony. Adams was
exonerated in 2004 and won more than
£2 million from the city of Boston as the
result of a civil rights lawsuit.
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The 11th Howr

Unlike California and several other
states, including Connecticut and [linois,
Massachusetts has not adopted regulation
around incentivized informant testimony.
There is currently proposed legislationon
Beacon Hill, endorzed by the Boston Globe
editorial board, that would mandate several
key safeguards, including the creation of a
statewide tracking system of cases involv-
ing informant testimony, the disclosure of
an informant’s criminal history plus any
special deals made to the informant, and
a pretrial hearing soa judge can determine
whether the proposed informant testimony
is reliable before it can be heard by a jury,
just a5 is already done for expert witnesses,

“Incentivized testimony by informants is
inherentlyunreliable” says Radha Natarajan,
executive director of the New England Inno-
cence Project. “Without open file discovery
in criminal cases, the requirement that alf
eommunicationswith informants be tracked
ever the povernment attempts to nse thisevi-
dence, we will never truly know how many
innocent people remain in prison today as
a result of this evidence. However, we have
goodreason toquestion the integrity of con-
wictions built on this evidence.”

Az for Magle, he was transferved from Bil-
lerica to the Frankiin County House of Cor-
rections in Greenfield in July 1981, not log
after telling Spartichine about Rodwell's
alleged confession. The state police detec-
tive even arranged MNagle's transportation
himself. Nagle was facing a 15-to-20-year
prison senténce for armed robbery at the
time. After Spartichino put in a good word,
as promised, Nagle was given only a 7-to-
12-year sentence.

MEROWEEEN 33 years since Nagle's credibility
a5 a wilness first came Into question. During
that time, Rodwell has filed one formal appeal
and seven motions for a new trial. The offi-

Rodwell’s attorneys have honed in an
several key points, acoording to court doc-
uments, ineluding that Magle was acting
as a government agent when he allegedly
witnessed Rodwell's confession, nred by
promises from law enforcement, and
that prosecutors withheld exculpatory
evidence—Naglesrole as an informant—at
of the trial file and claims of Nagie's per-
jury on the witnessstand round out much of
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their arpument. In 2015, after Rodwell'szev-
enthand most recent request for anew trial,
Superior Court Justice Thomas Billings held
al6-day evidentiary hearing, complete with
148 exhibits and testimony from 29 wit-
nesses. His ruling was then reviewed by
Supreme Judicial Court Associate Justice
Geraldine Hines.

In his 115-page decision, Billings deliv-
ered a crushing blow to Rodwiell's hopes,
concluding thatnoneofthe evidence, old or
new, met thelegal standard fora fresh trial.
He dismissed the notion that Nagle was a
povernment agent, writing that although
HNagle had expected leniency in exchange
for information, “his conversations with
Rodwell were not the subject of a prior
agreement o promise.”

When it came to whether Nagle’s trial
testimonywasfabricated, Hines tackled the
“failed to present credible evidence that any
jurywas related to a material aspect of the
witness's testimony.™ The court did ackmowi-
edge that Nagle had been canght lving under
cath about his military service but that it
was "“immaterial to...the veracity of [Nagle's]
testimony regarding the defendant’s con-
fession.” As for the missing trial file, Hines
declared that there was no exenlpatory evi-
dence contained within it and that the file
was not lost because of recldesmness or bad
faith on the part of the prosecutor. In other
words: cest lawvie

The court’s examination of Nagle's past
aleo revealed a lengthy history of providing
information to different law enforcement
officersin exchange for favors or leniency. In
fulfilled his promise to Nagle by writingalet-
ter to the assistant district attormey on behalf
of Magle as well as speaking to the DA and
a judge about Magle. Wiy did the detective
arrange the infrrmant’s transfer from Bil-
lerica to Greenfield himsei? It turned out,
acrording to Billings, the prison tran sfer had
longheenin the works—since before Rodwell
had even been hrought to Billerica—but there
were logistical dalays, 2o Spartichino took
the initiative. Still, Billings found nothing
extraordinary enough towarrant a new trial
fior Rodwell. “Tt has been torturons ™ Rodwell
says. "All youcando is take it on the chin®

Bodwe!l may be down, but he's not nec-
essarily out. His attorney, Veronica White,
claims to have unearthed new evidence

about Nagle's work as & fovernment
informant—information allegedly with-
held from Rodwell's original defense team.
White and renowned Boston defense lawyer
Martin Weinberg are gearing up to present
this evidence later this vesr in Rodwell’s
eighth attempito secure anewtrial “We are
in an agewherethereisa widespread recog-
nition that innocent paople aeincareerated
for erimes they did not commit,™ Weinberg
says. “The justice system needs a safeguard
to protect people from the mreliable and
mntrustworthy testimony of criminals like
Holmes and Magle."

In what conld be viewed as a strategic
pivot, Rodwell is also pursuing clemency,
White srys Under Governor Maura Healeys
groundbreaking new clemency guidelines,
a prisoner does not need to accept guilt to
win a pardon—which suits Rodwell just
fine. Afterall, he says, “T'mn not going into
the clemency hearing to apologize ITamy-
thing I should get an apalogy from them™

wowes YEARS oL, Rodwell counts the mom-
ber of years he's spent behind bars by the
numberof famity milestonesthathe's missed,
including the births of his nieces and neph-
ews, high school and college graduations, and
wedding celebrations. After the death of his
maotherin 2020, only adistant Zoom call con-
nected him to her final farewell

Bodwell hasa himt of gray at his tempiles,
the build of a middiewsight bozer softened
by time, and a sharp mind. A lifer behind
bars, his dreams are straightforward, almost
simple. He longs to visit his parents’ graves
and to celebrate with family st a restanrant
in the North End. Heslostneariyeverything
a person has to lose, yet he'sstill holding on
to hope, unbroken.

Bodwell is now locked up inside a for-
tresssurrounded by barbed wireat th e North
Central Correctional Institutionin Gandner,
potentially his bast stop When be firstwentio
prison, hewas often tested by other inmates
and survived by using his fists. Most recenthy,
in the BRAVE unit, where he developed the
routines for fellow iInmates.

Despite decades of sethacks, Rodwell
remains optimistic as his family and legal
team prepare for vet another battle, “We've
all been through so much,” he say=. “Tt will
benice tofinally have a moment to celebrate

together.” [E]



