


The request is the latest by Tompkins to challenge what federal prosecutors say is 

evidence that he extorted a cannabis company by threatening to revoke a partnership 

with his office that was central to the business's licensing application. 

Tompkins has pleaded not guilty. He is on leave from his role as sheriff, an elected 

position, and sat with his defense lawyer during a 30-minute hearing on Wednesday in 

US District Court in Boston. 

Tompkins has been fighting for his freedom and political future on different fronts. 

Last week, he established a legal defense fund with the state Office of Campaign and 

Political Finance, records show. 

Candidates are permitted to create such funds to pay for expenses related to defending 

criminal charges. The accounts are not subject to contribution limits imposed on other 

political committees. 

In November, US District Court Judge Myong J. Joun heard arguments on a request by 

Tompkins to dismiss the case against him. 

Joun has yet to rule on that request, and now he is also considering Tompkins's challenge 

to the search warrants that gave investigators access to years of personal emails he sent 

through Google and Comcast. 

Attorney Martin G. Weinberg, who represents Tompkins, said the search warrants 

violated his client's constitutional protections against unreasonable government searches 

because they were too broad, authorizing investigators complete access to two personal 

email accounts. 

The warrants also permitted investigators to search emails that are not related to the 

alleged extortion scheme, Weinberg said. 

"That is not allowed," he said. 






